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SUBJECT s SBE-36/1t Soviet Capebilities for Clandestine
Attnel: on the US with Atomio Weapons

1, The attached draft estimnte constitutos a revision
of paregraphs 27 and 28 of SE-36 pursuant to a rweting with
your reresantatives on 30 June,

2. Pleass let me lnmow by close of business Monday,
5 July, vhether a clean-up sesasion will bs required prior to
submlgsion of this estimete to the IAC,

3. At the sore time I request youwr adviee whether this
estimate (as it stards, or as revised at o clean-up sessicn)
can be cleared informally with the members of the IAC in lien
of ite consideration ah o formal JAC meeting,

25X1A9a

Aoting Executive Searetary

Distribution *B"
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ECOR;TY e METUN

CERTRAL IRTELLIGENCE ACGCENCY

2 July 1953

SUBJECT: SE-36/1: SOVIET CAPABILITIES FOR CIANDESTINE ATTACK
On THE US WITH ATCMIC WEAPONS

R

5E-36, "Soviet Capabilities for Attack om the US through
Mid-1955," was published ea 5 March 1953.

The text whichk follwows below cemstitutes a revision of
yarsgraphs 27 and 28 of 3E-315 for the purpose of clerifying
the estimnte contained therein ond supersedes that portion of

SE-36.

These yerographs reiste selely to the clandestine delivery
off atcaie weaspons sgaimst tarpets in the US, and cover the entire

tresteent of that subjec: ip S5E-36.
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&7. Atemic Wespoms: Tne USSR is capable of producing
atomic weapomns vhich coulsd be smumgled into the US aither as
couplete aspemblies or s cowponent parts or subassesbliies.
The assenhled devices eould range from smull-yield wesapons
{5 XT or less) weighimg & feur hundred pounds to larger-yield
veanpons {possibly ap toe 50 KT) weighing saversl thoussnd
pounds. Their size couid rasge froam that of a package sanll
enough to it inte the lupgage compertment of ap autcmobile to

that of o proking case isrge enough to combain an sutomsbile.

2la. ALl of these weepons covld be desigmed to break down
inio & mmber of r~elatively aimple awd resdily transportable
components. These desiomed So give ¢ relatively low kilolonmwpge
yield would not require mch Ieber or technicel treinipg e assepble.
Vore lsbor and more treining wouls be required io sssewbls wespa:s
designed to give high yields, sl onee wamm‘? they would bde

more difficult to itronenort.

2Th. It is conceivable tiat only the fissiznsble materiad,

in small pieces, nesd be ssuygied into the B, since other compor-wis
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gould be fabricuted or yrocured in thie coumtry. This schewe,
however, would reaguire carsf] adwancs plamming and coerdimation
by supervisery parsonnel with enginsering skill and familiarity
with the US sources of reaied ~rsroments, and would take a longer
tize to carry out. It would weebably result in & redneed yleld
Tor 2 given smoumt »f fiesicanhle wterisl. It would incur &
substantially grester securitv risk than the clsrdestine imtro-

duction of all cowpment:,

28, A variety of frrms «f ~lsndeatime delivery suggest
themnalves ., Asseshiad weapme caild be dropped by apparently
friemdly aircraft, conid be Aetenatsd im the hold of a merchant
#hip, or could be mesm ap wvisewaier mimes. Either compenenta
or azsembled wenpoms eauld be hremght {nm under dipleamtic immmity.
smuggled across lspd or see Cemiisra initroduced through nerssl
Import chanpels, or brought 13 =8 besded merchasdize awniting
transshiymest. The selsctisn of the pethod of intraduction and
of transport and assswhly within the 15 gauld depend om the Saviet
gojective nod the risk of datection which the USSR wag willing to

accept.
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26a. Coasiderinmg <he ioneen lindtatiens af the wmeans of
physical dstectiam, it is veshahle that the USSR could imtroduca
into the US and detemntes 1p alausce g scongiderable mssher of
atomic wenpons Ly clspdamtine msers. However, the USSR wouid
bhave to take inte aceovnt wan vnle the egtimated chances aof
dretaction, but slsa the cemsmnvemrez of possible detectiom in
Ffarfeiting the element »f sworise $n any intendsd svert atiack
and in provoking DS coumtersstios. Az the rmmber of weapons
eleadestinely intraduosed win {raressed the risk of compromise
would incremse, This fusmessad riak wonld be less a functiem of
95 capabilitiss for vhyrien' Aeteciion then of the scope and |
vomplexity of the clssdegtiws aner-tiom., particulsrly insefar
48 lsrger mmbers of Seviet arests hmcare imvelved. Comsidering
the comsequencer of = bre-ch - security, the USSR would pretably
e uawilling to risk ‘he nee o even melected and trained agents
in such mumbars sns wonld he irvelved in a l.rge.scele operestion
of this charaster. We romplywie  tharefars, that, slthoush
clapdestine attack with staeir vseroma micht oocwr sagnimet
specially selected 2orpeta ur a =myrmlement to avert deliverv hy
2ir, such am attsck  om s a2 cmmersble t6 thot whish migh®
be deliverad by aty wild mavily be yrecioded by security

considerations.
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28, We Lave mo aviience to indicste whether or mei the
USEF bae achis.ly wade say plans or preparatiems for the slandestine

delivery af aiamic wvanpons.

{a cosnmorepce with the feregeing, subpsragraph b. of
paregraph ¥ of SE-30 is amended by deletion of the werds “and

teckuicsl.” s ae to reali:

b, The security éifficulties inherent in delivery of
isnrgr mambere of atomic weapons by clamdestine means.

potisplariy in iniand sreae,
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